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nal marks and intrinsic grounds of credibility in the historical books of 
the Old and New Testaments, throws the burden of proof on the objec- 
tor, and demonstrates with masterly power the absurdity of the gratui- 
tous assumptions on which the Straussian school of criticism bases its 
reasonings. The work is a contribution of solid and enduring worth 
to the evidences of revealed religion ; and we heartily rejoice to find 
the learning, critical genius, and argumentative power, which make the 
appearance of the author's edition of Herodotus an epoch in classical 
literature, so nobly and successfully employed in buttressing the com- 
mon faith of Christendom against the latest and most insidious form of 
infidelity. 



19. — 1. Jesus, the Interpreter of Nature; and other Sermons. By 

Thomas Hill. Boston: Walker, Wise, & Co. 1860. 12mo. 

pp. 241. 
2. Restatements of Christian Doctrine, in Twenty-Five Sermons. By 

Henry W. Bellows, Minister of All Souls' Church, New York. 

New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp. 434. 

We have read Mr. Hill's volume with unqualified admiration. In 
directness, simplicity, and strength of diction, these Sermons are worthy 
to be taken as models. The style is elegant, without adventitious orna- 
ment, and wins attention by its perfect transparency, and by the unstud- 
ied ease and grace with which it presents weighty and earnest thought, 
and keen and trenchant reasoning. The author's high scientific culture 
is kept in the background, yet is constantly manifest in the numerous 
and apt illustrations of spiritual truth which it furnishes, and in the 
demonstrative force — like that of a process of reasoning in pure math- 
ematics — which it imparts to every train of argument. He is pre- 
eminently a Bible Christian, and it is evident that his familiarity with 
the exact sciences has only ministered to his implicit faith in revelation, 
not in excerpts from it, but in the entire body of fact and truth set forth 
by Divine authority in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures. The 
Sermons are, with a single exception, on strictly evangelical subjects, 
and present the fundamental truths and duties of religion in their im- 
perative claims on the human heart and conscience. 

In many respects Dr. Bellows's admirable volume is the converse of 
Mr. Hill's. With an equally firm faith and an equally high aim, Dr. 
Bellows is less logical and much more rhetorical. With entire unity 
of plan and purpose in each discourse, he often follows an order of sug- 
gestion or association peculiar to his own mind ; he indulges in frequent 
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digressions, from which, however, he always returns with a wealth of 
illustration for his main theme ; and, at times familiar and colloquial, 
he in numerous instances rises to intensely fervent eloquence. There 
is a wonderful vivacity pervading the entire volume, as of one equally 
in close personal relations with the truth and in intimate fraternity 
with those to whom he preaches. The style is scintillating, with no 
sham lustre, but with indigenous gems and brilliants of thought, fancy, 
and imagination ; graceful and flexible, taking on the tone and hue of 
the subject in hand, and forceful to a degree rarely equalled, indicating 
a mind as fresh and quick as it is vigorous, and an easy, confident, 
tenacious grasp of whatever theme he approaches. These are, in the 
highest sense, " sermons for effect," because they were not written for 
effect, but were the outflow of a full, earnest, and loving soul, which 
could not but pour the richness of its own inward life into its portraiture 
of truths dear to it as its own life. 



20. — History of the Church of Christ, in Chronological Tables : a 
Synchronistic View of the Events, Characteristics, and Culture of 
each Period, including the History of Polity, Worship, Literature, 
and Doctrines: together with Two Supplementary Tables upon the 
Church in America; and an Appendix containing the Series of 
Councils, Popes, Patriarchs, and other Bishops, and a Full Index. 
By Henry B. Smith, D. D., Professor in the Union Theological 
Seminary of the City of New York. New York : Charles Scribner 
1859. Folio. Tables 16. pp. 93. 

It is hardly possible to speak adequately of the extent and the value 
of this work to one who has not seen it. Tabular views suggest the 
idea of mere statistics, — the skeleton of history ; here, however, we 
have flesh, sinews, and life. In following one of the leading columns 
— as that of " General Characteristics," " Culture and Literature," or 
" Growth of the Church " — from period to period, we find that we are 
reading what is virtually a connected narrative of unflagging interest ; 
and the first-named of these columns, printed by itself, would furnish 
an admirable resume or introductory manual of Church History. The 
titles of the several columns are, in part, the same throughout the series 
of tables ; in part, multiplied and varied to suit the altered condition of 
the times. These titles are in every instance so selected and arranged as 
to cover the entire ground, and to do equal justice to every department, 
whether of the exterior fortunes or the internal development of the 
Church. We are astonished at the copiousness and minuteness of 



